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own mouth. The legate presided also in the council of Tours in which
Berengarius retracted and condemned the heresy which he had broached
relating to the holy eucharist.1 Pope Stephen IX sent him on an embassy
to the empress, and dying, ordered his return to be waited for and his
advice to be followed in the election of a new pope. By his direction
Nicholas II, and after his death in 1061, Alexander II, were placed in
St Peter's chair. This latter dying in 1073, Hildebrand, then archdeacon,
was by compulsion exalted to the papacy. He left nothing unattempted
to keep off that heavy burden from his shoulders, and among other
expedients wrote to Henry IV, King of Germany, who was then in Bavaria,
entreating him to interpose his authority in order to prevail that the project
of his election might be set aside, declaring at the same time that if he
were pope he could never tolerate his enormous and scandalous crimes.
Notwithstanding this, Henry gave his assent to the saint's election, and he
was consecrated Pope on St Peter's day. In his letters he was not able
to forbear expressing his most sensible grief, and he with tears implored
the succour of the prayers of the whole church for grace and fortitude
that he might be enabled worthily to discharge his functions. Before his
ordination he wrote to the pious countesses, Beatrice and Mathilda,
advising them not to communicate with those bishops of Lombardy who
had been convicted of simony, though King Henry espoused their interest;
and he intimated to them a design of sending to that prince some pious
persons who should give him wholesome advice and exhort him to return
to his duty.2 The scandals which simony caused in the church called for
an apostolic zeal in the chief pastor to stem the torrent which was break-
ing into the sanctuary itself. The pope deposed Godfrey, Archbishop of
Milan, who had obtained that dignity by simony, and in a council which
he held at Rome enacted a law by which all persons that should be guilty
of that sin were declared incapable of receiving any ecclesiastical juris-
diction, and disqualified for holding any benefice whatever. This decree
raised great murmurs in Germany, and the Archbishop of Mentz was in
danger of being murdered for labouring to put it in execution. Not-
withstanding this opposition, the pope judged that the more obstinate the
evil was the greater was the necessity of a severe remedy, and he stirred
up all zealous pastors rather to lay down their lives than to be remiss in
maintaining the laws of God and his Church. He excommunicated Cencius,
a rich and powerful nobleman of Rome, and some other persons for certain
notorious crimes. These sinners being incorrigible, grew desperate and
laid violent hands on the pope on Christmas night in 1075. In committing
this outrage, one of them, attempting to strike off his head, gave him a
deep wound, and the mutineers carried him to Cencius's castle. But the
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